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	1. Introduction


	1.1.

Introduction and description


This unit is designed as an extension of “Water I”, the first unit of the syllabus for Primary 2, therefore some concepts and procedures can be retaken and extended. It goes into the topic of water in a bigger depth and links it to science and geography. The general objective is that the children use English in meaningful situations while learning about properties, presence and importance of water.

To that purpose the following structure is proposed:

· Three series of activities organised around the following themes: water cycle, experiments and water in the world.

· These three sequences include some routines for planning and evaluating class activity, revising contents…

· They also contain reading activities, songs, ideas for learning stations…

Furthermore, some suggestions to supplement this unit are stated in this introduction (games, activities linked to ICT, etc.)

Cross-curricular contents of the unit:

LITERATURE

· Stories: ‘The Drop Goes Plop’

· Drama: ‘The Drop Goes Plop’

· Songs: ‘The Water Cycle Song’ ‘Yellow Submarine’, ‘A Sailor Went To Sea’
GEOGRAPHY

· In an atlas, water features are represented by symbols.

· The use of simple maps to locate water.
· Water can be found in oceans, rivers, lakes, waterfalls...

SCIENCE

· Properties of water.

· Water experiments: evaporation, melting, condensation, freezing.

· Reports presentations.

ARTS

· Decorating own diary.

· Making a poster.

· Making a booklet.

	1.2.

Objectives


Chart 1 (page 5) shows the basic communicative language objectives, the attitudinal objectives and the content objectives, all taken from the National Curriculum Reform Blueprint (DCB-OCD) for Primary Education.

	LEVEL: P4
	UNIT I: WATER II
	














CHART 1: Objectives

	Objectives
	Concepts
	Procedures
	Attitudes

	1. BASIC COMMUNICATIVE LANGUAGE OBJECTIVES

1.1. To understand oral and written narrative, expository and instructive texts.

1.2. To give opinions (likes, dislikes and preferences) orally, when talking about the activities carried out in the unit.

1.3. To give oral information on tasks done and tasks to do.

1.4. To ask for information about the language they need to carry out the activities.

1.5. To tell the news (either related to general topics or to their own personal experience).

1.6. To interact in English with T and peers in very contextualised situations.

1.7. To write the lyrics of songs and other simple texts.

1.8. To dramatize a story.

2. ATTITUDINAL OBJECTIVES

2.1. To develop autonomous learning strategies and awareness of learning process.

2.2. To be aware of the communicative value of English as a language.

2.3. To take part actively in individual tasks as well as in group work.

3. CONTENT OBJECTIVES: WATER

3.1. To understand simple oral and written texts related to scientific phenomena, socio-natural environment and geography.

3.2. To memorize songs and tongue twisters related to the unit.

3.3. To produce simple oral and written texts related to water.

3.4. To be aware of the water cycle.
3.5. To understand, recognize and describe some properties and physical changes of water.

3.6. To get familiar with scientific procedures to carry out experiments.

3.7. To interpret and use conventional cartographic codes related to water.

	1.1. Instructions, stories and descriptions.

1.2. I liked, I enjoyed, most, least..., I think, in my opinion…

1.3. We went, played, read, wrote…, We’re going to…

1.4. What does… mean? How do you say?

1.5. Yesterday, this morning (past tense).

1.7. Poetic texts: “The Water Cycle Song”, “Yellow Submarine”, “A Sailor Went to Sea”

1.8. Narrative text: “The Drop Goes Plop”.

3.1. Stories, reference books related to water, atlas…

3.2. Lyrics of the songs and tongue twisters.

3.3. Specific language: geographical features related to water (ocean, river, lake, waterfalls, pond, reservoir…), water properties and language for experiments (it has no colour, no smell, no taste, it takes the shape of the container, I think it will…, water evaporates, …).

3.4. Water cycle: evaporation, condensation, precipitation, accumulation.

3.5. No colour (colourless), no smell (odourless), no taste (tasteless), shape of the container, evaporation, condensation, precipitation, states of water…

3.6. Sections in a experiment report: title, material, picture, process, results, conclusions.

3.7. Map conventions related to water: oceans, river, lakes… (names and pictures).


	1.1. Searching for and interpreting information in reference books.

1.7. Writing:

· Making hypotheses on spelling.

· Linking oral and written forms of some words.
· Checking spelling.

· Copying and/or writing simple texts.

1.8. Following some dramatizing hints: intonation, pronunciation, speaking to an audience, stage movements, learning the scripts by heart.

2.1. Recording own work, opinions, self-assessment… in a diary. Working in corners.

2.2. Using English in context when interacting with T and peers.

3.1. Using reading strategies to obtain main information from the text:

· Eliciting previous knowledge.

· Making hypotheses and predictions.

· Scanning, looking for key words.

· Listening and reading with teacher’s help to understand meaning (mimics, explanations, underlining some words…).

· Individual reading.

3.3.a. Developing writing strategies:

· Listening to and reading different texts.

· Writing a conversation based on a narrative text.

· Classifying information.

· Comparing structures.

· Writing their own autobiography  on a film strip.

3.3.b. Producing comprehensible output when presenting their products orally (experiments, booklets, maps…).

3.4. Reading a story, carrying out experiments.

3.5. Carrying out experiments.

3.6. Hypothesising, carrying out experiments, writing reports, presenting them.

3.7. Making hypotheses, checking, handling atlases and maps, looking for specific information…


	2.1. Keeping folders and diaries tidy.

2.2. Interacting in English with T and peers.

2.3. Participating actively in all the class activities, co-operating with peers.




	1.3.

Parts of the Unit


Part I: The Drop Goes Plop

The aim of the activities in this part is to revise concepts concerning the cycle of water while increasing vocabulary and communicative strategies. It is mainly based on a story showing the journey of water and involves oral understanding and interaction (through storytelling and play preparation) as well as reading (explanatory texts, instructions and rehearsal of script) and writing (advertising performance, labelling pictures…).

Part II: Experiments

The aim of the activities in this part is to learn about the properties of water and its different states through direct experience, by establishing and testing hypotheses. The final product will be a "Book of Experiments". One of its main objectives is to train Ss in recording scientific processes.

Part III: Water in the World

This part of the unit focuses on geographical features of water, basic concepts and info search. Its main objective is to provide Ss with opportunities for reading real texts to extract specific information and presenting it to others.

	1.4.

Assessment and Evaluation


There are several tools designed to help teachers assess their work and to evaluate students’ progress.

Chart 2 (page 7) shows hints for Ss’ evaluation: what, how, and when to evaluate, as well as which tool can be for the purpose.

Chart 3 (page 8) is a very useful tool, where the routines followed by each student throughout the unit can be recorded.

Each part has its own evaluation chart to record language, content and attitudinal objectives that each S has achieved.

It is highly recommended to use these tools systematically, every day, every week or/and every fortnight, so that the information that teachers need to evaluate his or her Ss can be recorded properly to ensure reliability.

	LEVEL: P 4
	UNIT 1: WATER II
	CHART 2:  Hints for Evaluation
	

	INDICATORS

	WHAT
	HOW
	TOOL
	WHEN

	(1.1.) Follows T’s (or text) instructions / shows understanding of stories by participation. T checks speakers and listeners’ understanding through questions.

(1.2.) (1.7) Tells and/or writes the activities s/he liked best/least. Makes hypotheses and gives opinions.

(1.3.) Says what s/he did (yesterday, last 2 weeks, in corners) and what we are going to do (today, next two weeks).

(1.4.) Asks for language needed.

(1.5.) Tells a piece of news.

(1.6.) (2.2) Interacts in English with T and peers in specific situations.

(1.7.) Writes comprehensible short texts. Writes the lyrics of the song and checks

(1.8.) Acts out with good intonation and pronunciation; speaks to an audience and moves around the stage.

(2.1.) Records own work in the diary (planning and assessments, activities done, new words...), works autonomously in corners and keeps materials tidy.

(2.3.) (1.4) Participates actively (includes asking for language).

(3.1.) Follows procedure for reading. Obtains information from simple expository and narrative texts. Gets information from maps and atlases.

(3.2.) Sings the songs and says tongue twisters of the unit.

(3.3.) Produces simple oral and written simple texts related to water. Completes/explains the water cycle. Writes info about a geographical feature. Writes an experiment report.  Presents their report orally.

(3.4.) Identifies and completes steps of the water cycle.

(3.5.) Identifies and names properties and physical changes of water.

(3.6.) Carries out different experiments. Writes and presents their experiment report.

(3.7.)  Interprets maps. Identifies natural features from the environment. Uses the right symbols. Identifies and locates different places on a world map.


	Observation

Revising diaries / Interviewing

Observation

Observation

Revising class diary / Observation

Observation

Revising diaries, folders, booklets, S&S books

Observation MAIN ACT. (rehearsals and performance)

Revising diaries, folders

Interviewing

Observation MAIN ACT

Observation MAIN ACT 

Observation MAIN ACT

Observation MAIN ACT / Final products / Revising folders

Observation MAIN ACT / Final products

Revising folders/Diary

Observation MAIN ACT / Final products

Revising folders/Diary

Observation MAIN ACT / Final products

Revising folders/Diary

Observation MAIN ACT / Final products

Revising folders/Diary


	Register

Diary/Individual or group interview

Register

Register

Class diary/Register

Register

Diaries, folders, booklets, S&S books

Register/Video recording

Diaries, folders, group interview

Register 

Register / Final products

Register 

Register / Final products

Register / Diaries / Folder / Final products

Register / Final products

Register / Final products

Register / Final products
	One student (any but helper) each day

4 Ss per class a week/All Ss working on their own

When S is Helper

One student per day

Fortnightly/when relevant news appears.

One student per day

4 Ss per class a week

4 Ss during rehearsal and performance

When analysing video recording

4 Ss per class a week

All Ss working on their own

All Ss working on their own

All Ss working in groups

1/4 Ss per activity

4 Ss per class a week

1/4 Ss per activity

4 Ss per class a week

1/4 Ss per activity

4 Ss per class a week

1/4 Ss per activity

4 Ss per class a week

1/4 Ss per activity

4 Ss per class a week

1/4 Ss per activity

4 Ss per class a week


Numbers in brackets stand for the objectives

	CHART 3:  Routines Register

	CLASS:
	HELPER
	UNDER-

STANDS
	ATTITUDE
	NEWS
	DIARY-FOLDER
	OTHER ROUTINES

	
	· Says what we did and what we’re going to do

· Unit mind map

· Others
	· Follows teacher’s instructions
	· Pays Attention

· Asks for language

· Participates

· Collaborates


	· Interacts in English with Teacher

· (Interacts in English with Peers)


	· Tells a Piece of News
	· Writes the acts. best/least liked

· Records own work

· Keeps materials tidy
	

	Name
	Date
	Yes
	With help
	No
	Yes
	With help
	No
	1
	2
	3
	1
	2
	3
	Yes
	With help
	No
	Yes
	With help
	No
	Yes
	With help
	No

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	2.

Summary of activities


	2.1.

Part I: The Drop Goes Plop


Act. 1: Planning
T and Ss outline the whole term’s plan and set Part I planning.

Act. 2: Story Telling: ‘The Drop Goes Plop’

Ss listen to a story and choose the characters for the performance.

Act. 3: Song: ‘The Water Cycle Song’
Ss listen and sing the song.
Act. 4: Rehearsal: ‘The Drop Goes Plop’

Ss work on the performance script and rehearse it.

Act. 5: Sing & Say: ‘My Bonny Lies Over The Ocean’

Ss write the corresponding song in their Sing & Say book.

Act. 6: Corners
Ss work in corners.
Act. 7: Booklet: ‘The Water Cycle’

Ss make their own booklet based on the story.

Act. 8: Performance: ‘The Drop Goes Plop’

Ss perform the story in front of an audience.

Act. 9: Evaluation

Ss give their opinion of the activities done in PART  I  and review what they have learnt.

	2.2.

Part II: Experiments


Act. 10: Planning

T and Ss talk about the unit and Ss write down the planning of PART II.

Act. 11: Song: ‘’Yellow Submarine’
Ss listen and sing ‘Yellow Submarine’.
Act. 12: Properties of Water’
Ss observe the properties of water.

Act. 13: What Will Happen?

T and Ss will demonstrate the concept of evaporation with an experiment and will also set the model for further experiments.

Act.14: Water Experiments

Ss build hypotheses about water experiments and carry them out.

Act. 15: Corners

Ss work in corners.
Act. 16: Presenting Reports

Each group presents their experiments’ report to the rest of the class.

Act. 17: Sing & Say: ‘The Water Cycle Song’’
Ss write the corresponding song in their Sing & Say book.
Act. 18: Evaluation

Ss give their opinion of the activities done in PART  II  and review what they have learnt.

	2.3.

Part III: Water in the World


Act. 19: Planning
T and Ss talk about the unit and Ss write down the planning of PART III.

Act. 20: Song: ‘A Sailor Went to Sea’

Ss listen and sing a song.

Act. 21: Using Atlases: ‘Water Symbols’
Ss spot rivers, lakes, seas… , on maps and draw their symbols in their diaries.

Act. 22: Info Search: ‘Water in the World’
Ss will fill in a blank world map with relevant information of different rivers, seas… of the world and make a poster.

Act. 23: Sing & Say: ‘Yellow Submarine’

Ss write the corresponding song in their Sing & Say book.

Act. 24: Oral Presentations: ‘Water in the World’
Ss report to the other groups what they have found out about rivers, lakes… .

Act. 25: Recording Data: ‘My Map of Water in the World’

Ss, individually, draw their own map, including information they consider relevant.
Act. 26: Corners

Ss work in corners.
Act. 27: Evaluation

Ss give their opinion of the activities done in PART  III  and review what they have learnt.

	3.
General Activities


	3.1.

Reading


In this unit there are three activities especially designed to help Ss understand written texts:

· Reference materials (main reading skill: scanning). Ss will have to handle a series of reference books and dossiers to carry out some tasks.

· Story and drama (main reading skill: thorough reading to understand a text and reading out).

	3.2.

Diary


In Primary 3 we introduce a change in the procedure to work with the diary because our aim is to foster writing. Therefore, we propose two types of diaries to be implemented in the classroom. On the one hand, we intend to maintain the classroom diary as it was and, on the other hand, each S will start writing his/her own diary. 

The contents of the individual diary for this Second Stage are as follows:

1. Planning (a list of the different activities to be carried out).

2. Self-assessment about the individual effort and participation can be included using the following sentences: I’ve participated in this activity; It’s been easy/difficult for me; I’ve made an effort…This can also be done for the classroom diary reflecting the group’s opinion: We think it has been/was an easy/difficult  activity for us…

3. Opinions regarding likes and dislikes about the activities either individually or in group: I liked…, I didn’t like… We liked a lot this activity.

4. An account of his/her own learning. It can be discussed in group what has been learnt but every student should write in his/her own diary what is true for his/her individual case: I’ve learnt this vocabulary about Continents: America, Europe, Asia… This activity can be used as a means of self-assessment asking students not to copy it from anywhere.

5. Vocabulary, songs, rhymes, tongue twisters, etc. other than the ones written in the “Sing & Say book” can be written in the diary.

6. Any other material in English not related to the main topic but relevant for the individual student can be included in his/her diary.

As in previous years, at the end of every unit the contents of the diary can be discussed and a review of the unit can be done in group either using the classroom diary or the individual ones.

	3.3.

Sing & Say


Songs

Singing along well-known songs (or easier lyrics with popular tunes) is good practice to exercise reading speed, identification of written and oral forms of words, comprehension of general meaning of texts and pronunciation.

As it was proposed in P3, Ss will keep a record of songs by building their individual Sing & Say books. The procedure is the following:

· Ss learn a song (or part of it) by heart.

· They are asked to write a verse (or more) as they think it should be written.

· They copy, stick or just look up the lyrics and check their original text with the correct one.

Pronunciation awareness

T and Ss will work on pronunciation. T will write words taken from the lyrics of the song and invite Ss to pronounce them. Then T will write some other words which have the same sound so that Ss should try and transfer the sounds from the previous words to the new ones (short and long vowel sounds, consonant clusters…).

Rhymes & Tongue Twisters

Nursery rhymes and tongue twisters are good for practicing memory, intonation and pronunciation.

Ss will learn and practise a tongue-twister. It helps children develop greater phonemic awareness in fun, meaningful ways, to achieve the full effect of a tongue twister Ss should try to repeat it several times, as quickly as possible, without stumbling or mispronouncing.

	3.4.

Corners


Corner work promotes learner autonomy because Ss can choose the activities they prefer and work at their own pace and, at the same time it fosters cooperative learning since some of those activities must be done in pairs or in groups. In this unit some sessions are devoted to do corner work. T will decide which corners will be organised according to the materials and the facilities available in the school: computer corner, craft corner, reading corner, listening corner, board games corner, pending tasks corner (see the Document for English Language in Primary Education).

	3.5.

Games


These are some suggestions of simple games to be used as warmers or round-off activities. Directions of how to play can be found in the “Collection of Language Games” provided together with this unit.

· BEAT THE CLOCK: this can be played to practise language for oral presentations or vocabulary related to the topic.

· HANGMAN: this game requires no preparation and it is useful to practise spelling of key words.

· GUESS THE PLACE: this game can be helpful for revising geography contents.

	3.6.

Video


Excerpts from some feature films can be used for motivation and oral understanding. Suggestions:

· “Little Mermaid”

· “Waterworld”

· “Finding Memo”

Documentaries such as “Rivers of the World” (BBC) can also be very useful to reinforce some concepts.

	3.7.

ICT (Information and Communication Technologies)


Some suggestions to integrate ICT in this unit:

1. CD-ROM. Children’s encyclopaedias and other educational software can be useful to get information and work on language.

· Wordbird’s World Land (Longman): “At the Sea”, “Weather”.

· Become a World Explorer (Dorling Kindersley): searching for water features.

2. World Wide Web. Ss may find information and pictures on the Internet, as well as play some on-line games; some interesting websites are mentioned in the “Useful Web Sites” section of this document.

	4.

Appendix


	4.1.

Unit Mind Map


A Mind Map is a way of organizing an area of information. It is typically an organic multi-coloured chart laid out on a large sheet of paper. It contains words and drawings that are connected in various ways. A Mind Map can be used for keeping notes, or for developing a concept, or for getting an overview of an activity. Mind Maps use and stimulate the visual abilities of the mind. If represented visually, a bigger subject can be understood and remembered much more efficiently. Mind Maps are an example of Radiant Thinking. A central idea branches off into many different directions. The branches themselves branch off into finer details or associations. Radiant Thinking is both Creative and Organized. Like a tree.

The Unit Mind Map will give Ss an overview of what they have been doing. It will hold information in a format that Ss will find easy to remember and quick to review. The Unit Mind Map can commence being done with the evaluation of Part I and finish at the end of the unit or as a revision of the different activities that have been carried out.
Start from the centre of the page and work out. Make the centre a clear and strong visual image that depicts the general theme of the map. Create sub-centers for sub-themes. Use arrows, icons or other visual aids to show links between different elements. Remember that anything that stands out on the page will stand out in Ss’ mind.

Procedure:

· Start from the centre of the page and work out.

· Make the centre a clear and strong visual image that depicts the general theme of the map.

· Create sub-centers for sub-themes.

· Use arrows, icons or other visual aids to show links between different elements.

· Remember that anything that stands out on the page will stand out in Ss’ mind.









	4.2.

Audio Cover




	5.
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	5.1.

Material for the Unit


Story

· The Drop Goes Plop. Sam Godwin. Little Bees (ISBN 075002495-X).

· The Drop Goes Plop. Sam Godwin. Little Bees. Big book. (ISBN 075002643X)
Reference Material

· Rivers and Oceans. Kingfisher (ISBN 0-86272-978-5)
· Step by Step Water. Franklin Watts (ISBN 0-7496-4576-8)
· The Hutchinson Double Map of the World (ISBN 1-85986-373-6)
· The Oxford Junior Atlas (ISBN 0-19-831793-X)
OPTIONAL MATERIAL

Video

· Rivers of the World. Code: 462612 BBC

It explores five of the world's great rivers: The Orinoco, the Angara, the Danube, the Nile and the Mississippi. This pack contains a video, comprehensive teacher's notes, 14 photocopiable worksheets, an A2 full-colour poster plus 23 colour photocards.
	5.2.

Useful Internet Sites


· ENCHANTEDLEARNING.

http://www.enchantedlearning.com
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/astronomy/planets/earth/Watercycle.shtml
Information, pictures and activities about oceans, water cycle, rivers, marsh water animals, etc.

· BBC SCHOOLS

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/revisewise/science/materials/08_fact.shtml
Basic information and a test about water processes.  A fact sheet about solids, liquids and gases.

· WASHINGTON VIRTUAL CLASSROOM

http://www.wavcc.org/wvc/cadre/WaterQuality/drawingWaterCycle.htm
An animated look at the water cycle.

· KIDZONE

http://www.kidzone.ws/water/
Water Cycle Activity Pages.

· WEBQUEST: THE WATER CYCLE (THE JOHNSON SCHOOL)

http://www.natick.k12.ma.us/schools/johnson/watercycle/contents.html
Another animated look at the water cycle.

· WINDOWS TO THE UNIVERSE

http://www.windows.ucar.edu/cgi- bin/tour_def?link=/ earth/Water/water_cycle.html&sw=false&cd=false&fr=f&edu=high
Information about the Water Cycle.

· WATERWEBS

http://www.eco-pros.com/waterwebs.htm
Links to webs related to water.

· RIVERS OF THE WORLD

http://www.slco.lib.ut.us/kidriver.htm
Very brief information about all of the major river systems in the world.
· MATHMOL: HYPERMEDIA TEXTBOOKS FOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL KIDS

http://www.nyu.edu/pages/mathmol/textbook/3gradecover.html
This is a good place to begin learning about water.

· BRAIN POP

http://www.brainpop.com/science/ecology/watercycle/
Learn about the water cycle on this fun site by watching a movie, taking a quiz, trying out an experiment, and more!
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